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Things to see and do along the way

The rivers provide a fascinating back drop to this area and there are also lots
of things to see and do either on the river, on the bank and indeed beyond.

Here are a few suggestions but do explore further!

Stourbridge Common, Cambridge

The site of what was once the largest medieaval
fair in Europe and now a very popular place to
enjoy the open air. Grazed by cattle and popular
amongst cyclists, walkers, young and old.

The Leper Chapel, Cambridge

One of the oldest buildings in Cambridge dating
back to the reign of Henry | C1125, and hosts
many and varied events throughout the year.
www.leper-chapel.24t024-
hosting.co.uk/history.html

Denny Abbey and Farmland Museum,
Waterbeach

Said to be haunted by the happy ghosts of nuns,
this English Heritage site now provides a base
for the farmland museum with lots of activities
through the year.
www.dennyfarmlandmuseum.org.uk

Anglesey Abbey, Lode

A National Trust tearoom with garden and house
attached. Drifts of snowdrops in the winter,
dazzling dahlias in the autumn and lots more in
between.
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/anglesey-abbey

Wicken Fen, near Upware

Leave the main route at Upware at the Five Mile,
No hurray pub and marina to explore this National
Nature Reserve, one of the oldest remaining
pieces of traditional fenland owned and managed
by the National Trust. A Visitor Centre and Café
provide interest and refreshment. Boats trips and
bikes are for hire in the summer.
www.wicken.org.uk

Stretham Engine, Stretham

The oldest surviving steam engine that used to
pump water off the land to create the agricultural
landscape we see today. Now maintained by local
volunteers and occasionally open to the public.
www.strethamoldengine.org.uk/history.htm

Cam and Ouse Washes

The washlands beside the river Cam and Ouse
flood in the winter and are home to many
traditional fenland wildfowl as well as fen
skaters. In the summer, the lush grazing
meadows attract insects, mammals and birds
making these washlands a haven for wildlife.
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Extra information

This leaflet is one of a series produced by
Cambridgeshire County Council to encourage the
use and enjoyment of some of the many public
rights of way in Cambridgeshire. We hope you
have enjoyed the walks and would appreciate
any comments you may have.

Based upon the Ordnance Survey mapping with
the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s
Stationery Office © Crown. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may
lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
Cambridgeshire County Council Licence number
LA 07649X

Public Rights of Way and Access, Box CC1305,
Environment Services, Cambridgeshire County
Council, Castle Court, Castle Hill, Cambridge,
CB3 OAP Tel 0345 045 5212

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/environment/
countrysideandrights

www.visitcambridge.org

Follow the Countryside Code — why?

Because the countryside is a place to be
enjoyed by all; do protect wildlife, plants and
trees, don't leave rubbish behind, don't disturb
others with unnecessary noise.

Because the countryside is a place of work; do
keep to paths and use stiles and gates to cross
boundaries; don't let your dogs disturb stock

and don't interfere with crops or machines.

Enjoying the countryside means respecting its
life and work. If you don’t, you won't!
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Access for all

The Cambridgeshire countryside is there to be
enjoyed by EVERYONE. This route follows grassy
droves and river banks which although muddy in
winter are firm if uneven underfoot in summer.
There are no stiles and access to sections of the
route from the road is good. More information is
available on the Cambridgeshire County Council
website.

Come and enjoy it!

How to get there

By bus

Stagecoach in Peterborough 01733 554575
Stagecoach in Cambridge 01223 423578

Cambridgeshire County Council Passenger
Transport Inquiries 0345 045 0675

By train

Stations in Cambridge, Waterbeach and Ely
National Rail Inquiries 08457 484950

© Cambridgeshire County Council. Published March 2013.
3rd Edition. Artwork by 2dgraphic.com
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be a Fens Adventurer!

The Fen Rivers Way

A long-distance walking route using fenland rights of way linking
the historic centres of Ely and Cambridge
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Cambridgeshire
County Council

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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17 miles

Welcome to the Fen Rivers Way!

The Fen Rivers Way follows public paths along the well drained
flood banks of the Rivers Cam and Great Ouse, linking the cities
of Cambridge and Ely. Initially developed as a partnership project
between all the Parishes along the route, it is waymarked with
the eel logo which you will find on signs at the roadside and on
wooden markers across the fields. Yellow arrows indicate public
footpaths, blue for bridleways and red for byways.

The route is well served by public transport making a long
day’s walk, or a 2 day trip with an overnight stop at one of the
campsites or bed and breakfast stays en route.

The route goes through farmland where stock may be present
and farming operations continue throughout the year. Keep
dogs under close control, especially where stock are present
and when passing through nature reserves. Farmers will be
cultivating the land so please be aware of and respect these
operations. The Towpath (Hayling Way) between Waterbeach
and Cambridge is particularly attractive and well —used so do
watch out for cyclists, fisherman and others who may be

enjoying the riverbank.



-

Anglesey Abbey Cycling out of Cambridge Stretham Old Engine, a Scheduled Monument. You can see its

chimney from the bank of the Old West River at Stretham.

The section of
Car Dyke at
Waterbeach has
been restored
and can be
visited on foot.

Examples of ‘Homingsea
ware' can be seen in the
Museum of Archaeology and
Anthropology in Cambridge.

Fen Chapel in Waterbeach was
continually being propped up
with bricks as the peat shrank,
but in 1950 the floor of the
chapel dropped by 2 feet with
the congregation inside.

Cambridge A4

P Park & Ride

Oliver Cromwell was a supporter of the rebels (Fen Tigers)
and has many associations with the area. His uncle is buried
at Wicken church.

At River Bank, a chain ferry was used to
ferry worshippers from Waterbeach to
services in the Baptist Chapel near Upware
until 1953. An annual harvest festival is still
held there. This small Victorian chapel can be
seen from the river bank.

ﬂ . Earthworks
Al0
Milton Mllton Landbeach o
Country i Fen Cha Remains of
pel
Q Park Denny Abbey and

A10 Waterbeach

Farmland Museum

Beef cattle still graze river banks and washes

The National Trust Wicken Fen reserve stands
some 6-8 feet above the surrounding fields
and uses pumps to bring water back in to the
site, retaining a good example of what a
managed Fen might have been like before
drainage. Cycle hire is available.

B
Stretham

. Car Dyke o
R ton Q Stretham Old Engine Holt Fen
Park & Ride Horningsea Bridge
ﬂ Al4
Bottisham Fen = il ] River Padigy
The route maybe followed apes bank @
. : U
along both sides of the river. | -
Anglesey'l-\bbey Swafham Prior Fen

Follow the waymarked route Wicken
where the route goes inland. Lo Fen

Flint Stone axe Metal axe Sword Clay pot Eel trap Ely Cathedral Windpump Arable crops
12,0008c 8,500Bc 4,0008BcC 3,000Bc 2,000Bc 1,5008C 1,0008C 400Bc 200Bc 0
Ice age Stone age Bronze age Iron age  Romans arrive The wilderness years New rivers cut ~ Steam pumps  Peat shrinkage

Fenland timeline

Ely Eel Day

Braham Farm, a monastic community
depended on the river to import goods
and export their produce to markets in
Ely. The old docks and harbours can still
be seen from the footpath.

Oliver
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Braham
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Little Thetford o

The Fenland Lighter boats were 40-50 feet

long and had a flat bottom and a rounded bow.

They usually worked in gangs of five coupled to

each other and towed by a horse. One, known as the
‘house lighter’, would have a cabin while the rest
carried cargo. Early records show that it took 24 hours
for the lighter to travel from Kings Lynn to Cambridge.
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